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Purpose
This document has been developed to provide direction for Licensees in the Kamloops Business Area required to establish small mammal habit as part of the harvest plan obligations.  Small mammals are categorized as Fishers and Martens as an example.  Licensees may be required to establish “critter piles” at a designated frequency per hectare and these are established from coarse woody debris remaining after harvesting operations.  This requirement will be identified in the Timber Sale document and associated harvest plans.

Definitions
Cavity Resting Habitat:  Cavities in larger trees can also provide resting habitat for small mammals.  Cavity resting habitat is achieved by the retention of larger trees within the cutblock.  These are established by preferred species and a diameter limit for retention and identified in the harvest plan.
CWD resting habitat:  Together, coarse woody debris and snow provide small mammals (fishers etc.) with thermally efficient rest sites during winter.
Establishment Criteria
Coarse Woody Debris “critter” piles are to be established in proximity to block and Wildlife Tree Retention Area (WTRA’s) boundaries and are generally created within 50 meters (dash distance) from standing timber.  When created in proximity to standing timber, they contribute to small mammal movement and increase use of retention patches that are not tied to contiguous forest (WTRA’s).  Where critter piles are to be created from post harvest debris, they should contain residual stems of which 30% are greater than 20cm in diameter and pieces should be greater than 3 meters long.  When establishing the critter piles, trees should be piled in a stacked (jack-strawed) fashion and the larger trees should be elevated from the ground so that the piles are generally 2 meters high or taller.  The dimension generally attributed to critter piles are 3 metres x 5 meters in diameter and 2 meters high.  Smaller harvesting debris within the piles will create additional cover with the larger stems.  Where possible, Licensees should create the resting habitat piles in the vicinity of preferred denning and nesting habitat.
In winter, the snow that accumulates on the piles creates a “cap” and allows for movement amongst the piles by the small mammals.
Other features on or near harvesting operations utilized by small mammals include:
· Preferred denning habitat features are large diameter Douglas Fir, Cottonwood and Trembling Aspen with smaller trees (advanced regeneration) and shrub ground cover surrounding the large trees.  The trees can provide cavities for small mammal use.
· Preferred resting habitat includes large diameter trees with large diameter branches and where rust brooms are present, generally found in Spruce.  For example, the rust brooms create resting platforms for fishers to lay on.
Harvest plans will indicate a desired number per hectare however their location for establishment may be identified on harvest plan maps.  Licensees are to provide the guidance and maps to operators who complete the works.
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